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Packet for “Hidden in America” 
  

Read the questions before you watch the film so that you will know what to look for 

while you watch. When you make notes while the film is playing, make sure that your note 

taking doesn't interfere with carefully watching the movie. Jot down brief notes on the 

worksheet because you will be required to fully respond to the questions as part of a 

homework assignment.  

 

Later, you will be asked to complete an assignment that relates to these questions and 

compares and contrasts the movie to Make Lemonade.  While you are watching, think about 

how the conduct, situations, and statements of characters are similar and different.  To prepare 

for that writing assignment, answer the following questions. 

 

Here is a table to add facts about the movie, character conduct, and symbolic/thematic quotes.  

MAIN CHARACTERS NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 

Bill Januson 
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   Willa Januson 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  Robbie Januson 
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 Caroline Millerton 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Dr. Michael 

Millerton 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Dee Millerton 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Gus 
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QUESTIONS: 
 

1.   What creates financial difficulties for the Januson family and push them into poverty?  How 

are these reasons similar or different from Jolly’s situation?  

Notes:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  What are THREE SPECIFIC reasons why Bill Januson can’t support his family?  How are these 

similar or different from Jolly’s reasons? 

 Notes: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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3.   What is the Januson’s apartment like?  How is this setting similar or different from Jolly’s? 

Why? 

Notes:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Which of the Januson children is more impacted by poverty?  Why?  How is this similar or 

different from Jolly’s children?  

Notes:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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5.  Was the film realistic or unrealistic?  Explain why it was accurate or flawed.  

Notes:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Did the film change your mind about any aspect of poverty? What information, argument or 

persuasive technique caused you to change your mind? 

Notes:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


